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Dear Mr.Wimbish: 

Please find enclosed a copy ofa niilbanking request Just fonvardcd to the Surface Transponailon 
Board on behalf of the Cily ofAnnision, Alabama. The City has had iniuiust m acquiring ihis 
segment oflrack fur a long lime to incorporate it into ils Chief Ladiga Trail development. 

Acquisiliuii of ihis corridor has been proposes! foi over ten (10) years, ll WAS included in the 
Calhoun Couniy Metropoliinn Planning Commission's (MPO) Bicycle and Pedcslnnn Plan in 
2003 nnd its 2012 update Boih plans were veiled through public participation, adopted by the 
MPO und submitted to the Alabama Department of'Transportation liach plan was disiiibuied lo 
member governments, and in subsequent yenis Ihey have been available for public review al the 
MPO web page at www earpde org. You aie invited to review the site. 

The Cily of Anniston is very inlcreslcd m ineorporaiing this segment of track inlo our trail 
nelwoik, and we look forwaid to working wnh you and other representatives of Noi folk 
Southern as wc investigate lhe feasibility of acquisition. 

Don A'TToyl, City Maafi 
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O F F I C E O F T H E C n r M A N A G E R 

DONA HoVT. M ED..M.P.A. 

Cmr OF A N N I S T O N 
P.O. Box 2168 ANNISTON, A L 3 6 2 0 2 i 

February 20. 2013 

Ms. Cynlhin Brown 
Chief, Scciion of Adminisiraiion 
Surface Traiispunaiion Board 
Office of Proceedings 
395 E Sireei, S.W 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 "^h 'OA, 

^ . '^Ato 

RK: Norfolk Souihcrn Rnilwny Compnny Abandonmcni in Calhoun County, Alabama 
STIi Docket No. AB-290 (Sub Nu. 334x): Former KAKY track north ofGP Junction 

Dear Ms Brown 

This request is filed on behalf of lhe Cily of Anniston. Alabamn which is a government agency interested 
in imnsponation, which is hcrcinaner referred lo <ns "proponenl' While noi taking a position on lhe menis 
ofthis abandonmenl, proponenl requests issuance o fa Public Use Condition as well as a Ccrtificaie or 
Notice of Iiucnm Trail Use rather ihan an ouinghl abandonmenl aulhorizaiion between Eastem Alabama 
Railway Mile Posl l-AM 508.08 (near Ihc inierscclion "of W lOlh and Pipe Slrecls in Annislon) to 
Milepost LAM 509 89 (lo Ihc cast ofthe Eastern end of W 30lh Sirect. also in Anniston). 

A. Public U.se Condition 
IVoponcnl requesls the STB lo find thai ihis propeny is suitable for other public u.sc. specifically trail use, 
and lo place the following conditions on lhc abandonment* 

1. An order prohibiUng lhe carrici fiom disposing of lhc cumdoi. olhcr than the tracks, lies, and 
signal equipincni. except tor public use on reasonable terms The jusiificaiion for this condition is 
ihat the corridor would make nn excellent rccrcaiionni irnil and cnnvcrsinn ofthe pmperly in trail 
use is in accordance wiih local plans 'Hie lime penod sought is 180 dnys from lhe effective dale 
of the nbandonmeiii aulhoiizaiion Proponent needs this much time because wc have not had an 
opponunily to assemble nnd review title informaiion. to complete n trail plan, or lo commence 
negoiialions with llie camer 

2. An order barring removal or destmction of potential rail-rclaied stniciurcs such as bridges, 
trestles, culverts, and tunnels The jusnncation for ihis condiiion is that these structures have 
considerablu value foi recreational trail purposes. The time period requeslcd is 180 days from the 
erfeetive date ofthe abandonmcni auihonzaiion for the same reason as indicated above. 
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B. Interim Trai l Use 
The railroad nght-of-way in this proceeding is suitable for railbanking. In addition lo the public u.se 
condiiions souglit above, proponenl also makes the following recjucst' 

STATEMENTOF WILLINGNESS TO ASSUME FINANCIAL RESPONSiniUTY 
In order (o cslnbhsh niicmii trail use and railbanking under scciion 8(d) of lhc National Trails 
Sy.<ilcm Act. 16 U.SC. {j1247(d). nnd 49 C F R {ill52.29. Ihc Ciiy of Annislon is willing to 
us.suine full rcspoiislbiliiy lor management of. and for any legal liability arising oul ofthe transfer 
or use or. and Tor the paymcni of any nnd nil taxes that may be levied or iisseswd against the righi-
of-way owned and operntcd by Norfolk Soulhem Knilwny Company. 

The propeny. known as the Pipe Street Extension, extends from railroad mileposi L A M 508-08 near the 
itncrsectton o f W lOlh and Pipe Streets in Anniston lo railroad milcpcsi L A M 509-89 near thu east o f lhc 
easiern end o f 30ih Street, also in Anniston, a distance o f 1.81 miles in Cnlhoun County. Alabama. The 
right-ol-wav is part o f a line ofrai lroad proposed for abandonmcni in STB Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No 
334x) 

A map depicting lhe nght-of-way is attached 

The City of Annkston acknowledges ihai use of the nglit-of-way is subjecl lo the user's continuing lo meet 
its rasponsibihties dcscnl^ed above and that it is subject lo possible future reconstruction and reactivation 
of the nghl-of-way for rail seiviee. 

lEncloscd herein is a check for the $200.00 fi l ing fee, drawn by the City's legal counsel who wi l l be 
assisting us in this effon. 1 understand, however, ihal govcmmenl agencies arc eniiiled lo a fee waiver. I f 
Ihat IS correct, please accept Ihis letter as a request by the City for such waiver. I f there is anything more 
thai you need from the Cily o f Anniston lo accompany our request, please Icl me know. 

Finally, by my signature below. I certify thai I have served a copy o f th i s requesi on Norfolk Southern 
Kailway Company, by U.S. Mai l , postage prepaid, first class, on the 20'" day o f Febmary. 2013 as 
follows. 

Mr Roben A Wmibish 
Bakcrand Miller, PLLC 
2401 Pennsylvania Ave, NW. Suiic 300 
Washington. DC 20037 

Respectfully Submiited. 

Cra-OI-ANZsi lSTON. A L A B A M A 

By. 
Don A 

ce Mr. Robcn A. Wimbish 
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mSML 
Proposed Abandonment 

1.81 miles oflrack North of GP Junction 
(former EARY MP LAM 508.08 - LAM 509.89) 

Anniston, AL 
Docket No: AB 290 (Sub No. 334x) 
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